Glyoxylic acid, one product of the cleavage of isocitric acid by isocitric lyase, combines with the phenylhydrazine to form glyoxylic phenylhydrazone, which reacts with K3Fe(CN)6 to form a red precipitate.
Blood agar cultures prepared as viability checks for lyophilized suspensions were available for 1,695 isolates of Y. pestis from human, mammalian, and ectoparasite specimens from the United States, South America (Brazil, Bolivia, Ecuador, Peru), Africa (Kenya, South Africa, and Madagascar), the Middle East (Israel, Iran, Yemen), and Asia (USSR, India, Vietnam, Burma, Manchuria). Some were laboratory cultures maintained over long periods of time; some were avirulent, but most were virulent.
Organisms of other species studied included Yersinia pseudotuberculosis (72) 
